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young bird of this species was shot November 17, 1883, and is now in the 
collection of Mr. Anthony. The person who shot the bird said that many 
other Gulls were seen, but whether they were of this species is ques- 
tionable. It was shot on a small lake a few miles from the city. — Horace. 
G. Smith, Jr., Denver, Col. 



CORRESPONDENCE. 

{Correspondents are requested to write briefly and to the point. No attention will 
be paid to anonymous communications .] 

Revival of the Sexual Passion in Birds in Autumn. 

To the Editors of The Auk: — 

Sirs: In 'The Auk' for January (p. 141), Mr. Bradford Torrey speaks 
of the revival of the sexual passion of birds in autumn. A similar oc- 
currence has been observed here for two or three years past. The early 
winter (November and December), this year was exceptionally mild in this 
locality. During this weather the English Sparrows were seen building 
their nests and the male birds were seen hopping about the females with 
lowered wings and acting exactly as they do in spring. The birds were 
very noisy and a great deal of fighting occurred. As soon as cold weather 
came on all this stopped and the Sparrows found it necessary to spend all 
their time in securing food. 

Respectfully. Chas. Keeler. 

Milwaukee, Wis. , January 29, 1886. 



NOTES AND NEWS. 

The Fish Commission Steamer 'Albatross' sailed from the Washington 
Navyyard February 15, for a cruise among the Bahamas and other islands 
in the West Indies. Among the islands which will be visited is Cat 
Island, or San Salvador, the first land discovered by Columbus. The 
'Albatross' is well provided with trained naturalists and collectors, of 
whom Mr. James E. Benedict, Mr. Thomas Lee, Mr. W. Nye, and Mr. 
Chas. W. Townsend will pay special attention to the birds, of which they 
are prepared to make a judiciously limited and selected collection, while in 
no case will they jeopardize the continued existence of any local species, 
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however rare or limited in its habitat. The almost unparalleled success 
of the naturalists of the 'Albatross' last year on the island of Cozumel, 
where they discovered no less than 19 new birds, argues well for the ex- 
ploration in which they are now engaged. 

The Ridgway Ornithological Club of Chicago, held its regular monthly 
meeting on Thursday evening, March 11. After the reading of the new 
constitution and by-laws, Mr. G. Frean Morcom exhibited the only known 
specimen of Colinus ridgwayi lately described in 'The Auk.' Mr. H. K. 
Coale read a paper entitled 'Six Days' Ornithological Research in St. 
Louis County, Mo., and St. Clair County, 111.,' illustrated by a series of 
skins of the birds collected. 

The scientists of Indiana organized, on December 29, 1885, 'The Indiana 
Academy of Science.' D. S.Jordan, M. D., was chosen president, J. M. 
Coulter, Ph.D., J. P. D. John, Ph.D., and the Rev. D. R. Moore, vice-presi- 
dents, Amos W. Butler, secretary, Prof. O. P. Jenkins, treasurer, and 
Mr. J. N. Hurty, librarian. Curators were appointed in several depart- 
ments, Mr. A. W. Butler being elected to that of Ornithology. Mr. Butler 
presented a paper entitled 'The Past and Present of Indiana Ornithology,' 
giving an account of the present status of ornithological study in that 
State. 

The Nuttall Ornithological Club of Cambridge has decided to issue a 
quarto series of 'Memoirs,' to be published at irregular intervals. They 
will consist of papers too long foi insertion in "The Auk,' the size of this 
journal proving inadequate for the reception of the larger ornithological 
memoirs offered it. The first Memoir of the series, just issued, is by Mr. 
William Brewster, and treats of the general subject of the migration of birds, 
giving also a detailed account of the author's valuable observations made 
at Point Lepreaux, N. B., during the autumnal migration of 1885. 

As we go to press we are just in receipt of the concluding numbers of 
the volume on birds (Vol. IV) of 'The Standard Natural History,' edited by 
Dr. J. S. Kingsley, and published by S. E. Cassino and Company of Bos- 
ton. The volume is an imperial octavo of 558 pages, illustrated with 25 
full-page plates, and numerous very fine cuts in the text. The authors 
are Mr. W. B. Barrows, who has furnished the part treating of the Birds 
of Prey, Mr. Daniel G. Elliot, who has written the part relating to the 
Hummingbirds, Dr. J. S. Kingsley, who treats of the Parrots, and Dr. 
L. Stejneger, who is the author of the remainder and the principal part of 
the work. The work will be noticed at length in a later number of this 
journal. 

The A. O. U. Committee on Bird Prct;ction continues to show a com- 
mendable degree of activity, and already its influence in behalf of the birds 
is wide-spread and important. It being evident that much of the whole- 
sale slaughter in aid of the milliner's craft is due to thoughtlessness, 
and the apathy of the public as to the enormous magnitude of this de- 
struction, and the evil consequences that must result from it, the Com- 
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mittee's first duty seemed to be to diffuse information and awaken pub- 
lic sentiment. Through the kind cooperation of the editor and publisher 
of 'Science,' and of Mr. G. E. Gordon, President of the American 
Humane Association, they have been able most effectively to reach the 
public. A supplement of sixteen pages, devoted exclusively to the subject, 
was published with No. 160 of 'Science' (February 26, 1886), and is to 
be republished as a 'separate,' under the title of 'Bulletin No. 1' of the 
A. O. U. Committee on Bird Protection, in an edition of over 100,000 
copies, the first instalment of which is already in the hands of the Com- 
mittee. It will be distributed judiciously (mainly through the cooperation 
of the American Humane Association) throughout the land. Copies may 
be had on application to the Committee, either through its chairman or 
any of the members, whose addresses are as follows : Geo. B. Sennett, 
Chairman, A.m. Mus. Nat. Hist, N. Y. City; E. P. Bicknell, Secretary, 
P. O. Box. 2958, N. Y. City; J. A. Allen, Am. Mus. Nat. Hist., N. Y. City; 
William Brewster, Cambridge, Mass. ; Montague Chamberlain, St. John , 
New Brunswick; William Dutcher, 51 Liberty St., N. Y. City; L. S. 
Foster, 35 Pine St., N. Y. City; Col. N. S. Goss, Topeka, Kansas; Geo. 
Bird Grinnell, P. O. Box 2832, N. Y. City ; Dr. J. B. Holder, Am. Mus. 
Nat. Hist, N. Y. City. 

A powerful auxiliary in the work of Bird Protection is the 'Audubon 
Society,' recently founded by 'Forest and Stream.' This society is "an 
association for the protection of wild birds and their eggs .... Its mem- 
bership is to be free to every one who is willing to lend a helping hand in 
forwarding the objects for which it is formed. These objects shall be to 
prevent, so far as possible (1) the killing of any wild birds not used for 
food; (2) the destruction of nests or eggs of any wild bird, and (3) the 
wearing of feathers as ornaments or trimming for dress. . . . 

"The work to be done by the Audubon Society is auxiliary to that 
undertaken by the Committee of the American Ornithologists' Union; 
and will further the efforts of the A. O. U. Committee, doing detail duties 
to which they cannot attend. Those who desire to join the Audubon 
Society, established on the basis and for the purpose set forth, should 
send their names at once to the Forest and Stream, 40 Park Row, New 
York." 

Recent issues of 'Forest and Stream' give ample evidence of the hearty 
support the Audubon Society is receiving from the public, the widely felt 
sympathy in its work, and the great aid it is already rendering in this 
excellent cause. 

The A. O. U. Code and Check-List was published March 20. It forms 
a volume of 400 pages, and is sold at a price so low as barely to meet the 
cost of publication. The Committee having the work in hand are at last 
through with what proved a very auduous task, which they spared no 
pains to thoroughly perform. 



